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The More Things Change

In 1849, French writer Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr wrote “plus ¢a change, plus c’est la méme chose”
— the more things change, the more they stay the same. The same can be said for the Wood SWCD

in 2025. New education programs were taught yet the message is still soil health and water quality.
Department of

Agriculture Ditch projects were assessed and completed, but the Lead Technician, Jeremy Gerwin, is now the

‘ditch guy.” H2Ohio re-enrollment was completed by the deadline Jaylie Rollheiser came on board as
a Nutrient Management Technician focusing on H2OHio. Jim Carter retired and Melanie Knapp is the

new District Administrator.

Ohio Federation . . . ) o
of Soil and Water 1he 2026 Wood County Ag-Venture rolled out with exciting new site stops and is driving it home as

Conservation Districts 5 9026 America 250-Ohio event. The annual tree seedling sale is begging and the district is accepting
online credit card payment. After decades of fingerling fish sales with Fender’s Fish Hatchery, they
have decided to keep their business more local to the Baltic, OH
area, so we are looking for new suppliers or partnerships.

The district hosted the annual supervisor election and open house in
September. Terry Hoover was newly elected, yet incumbent, Marc

* x ¥ *
Woop countY Schaller, returns to another three year term on the Wood SWCD
Board of Supervisors. We say thank you to Dylan Baer for his two
Thank you to terms of service.
Wood County
Commissioners Dr. Ted More change is in the future; however, the mission of the Wood

Bowlus, Craig LaHote,and  SWCD remains the same— Dedicated to the care of the
Doris I..Herrlngshaw for environment through responsible land and water policies,
the continued support and . ) devel e and envi |
concern of your local conservation practices, development, oversight and environmenta
natural resources. education.

OFFICE HOURS
7:30 AM —4:30 PM
MONDAY—FRIDAY

The Wood SWCD Board of Supervisors holds

regular monthly meetings the third Friday of each
month at 8:00 AM at the district office.

2025 Board of Supervisors
Front L to R: Matt Davis and Dylan Baer
Back L to R: Kris Swartz, Logan Riker-Chamberlain,
and Marc Schaller
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‘“Boots on the Ground”

SR For over 200 years farmers, gardeners, and the curious read the almanacs for
) . ) . :
FARMERS entertainment as much as for education and information. An almanac by

ALMANAC

For ThE vEAR definition is a publication containing astronomical and meteorological data for a
given year and often includes a miscellany of information (Merriam-VVebster).

E 2026 is the final publication year for the Farmers’ Alamance, not to be confused
# with the Old Farmer’s Almanac. In today’s digital age, both almanacs have a
| website and social media presence. However, there’s something nostalgic about

Weather Forecasts
e iacied having the little books on the table next to your favorite chair and checking to

BEST DAYS to Catch Fish, | LOOK UP! wh

S oy v | FULLHOOYS LA see if the predictions held true. If it’s not something familiar to your household, it
: would be a fun addition to add to your farming and gardening lifestyles.

“Boots on the Ground” highlights, experiences, quotes, quips, and commentary offered by the supervisors and staff of the district.

Meet Melanie; District Administrator

Hi everyone!

I’m Melanie Knapp, the new District Administrator at the Wood Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD). I'm one of those Buckeyes who spent the last 20+ years living in that state up
north — and | couldn’t be happier to be back on Ohio soil! For the past two years, | served as the
‘| Executive Director of the Muskegon Conservation District, an experience that gave me valuable
insight into both the similarities and unique ways conservation districts operate across state lines.

gl A little about me: I'm the fourth generation to grow up on our family farm in Castalia, and nearly as

® many generations of my family have graduated from The Ohio State University. My career has taken
me through a range of nonprofit and agriculture-based organizations, and I've always been drawn to
the public sector because of the opportunity to make a meaningful impact in our communities.

While living in Michigan, my family continued raising
sheep on our Ohio farm — animals that my kids and
nieces showed over the years.Working alongside my
parents instilled in my children a shared love of farming |
and agriculture. My son, Michael, is completing his
senior year at lowa State University majoring in Ag
Business, and my daughter, Maddie, is in her first year
there majoring in Animal Science. I’'m proud to see the
fifth generation of our family continuing the agricultural tradition.

After spending countless hours at baseball and softball fields and show rings supporting
my kids, I'm excited to return home and start this new chapter. My three sisters and |
recently took over our family farm following the passing of our parents, and we're
committed to preserving the land and our family legacy for generations to come.

After my first few months on the job, I'm already feeling energized and inspired. | look
forward to meeting more producers, partners, and community members as we
continue strengthening conservation and agriculture efforts here in Wood County.

| can’t wait to connect with you all!




Page 3

Eye On Conservation

Flying the Coop
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committees, rubbed elbows with soil

health experts, packaged hundred of thousands of tree seedlings, and wore out dozens of
pairs of boots as he walked fields and ditch banks. Jim knows Wood County roads better
-| than Google Maps. Jim’s work in the soil and water world has left a footprint that will be
difficult to erase.

We wish him all the best as he retires from the Wood Soil & Water Conservation District
making time to enjoy farming, and spending time with family and friends on his own schedule. He’s holding on to his civic service as
a Bloom Township Trustee and

Rawson
ZONE-TILL™ CART

Un ve;ferth

remains an ag advocate on local
boards.

When you see Jim out and about in
the community, make a point to
thank him for his serviceandbe [~ =~ - -

sure to wish him well.

The Wood SWCD is updating the contractor list provided to landowners
and residents looking for contractors available to assist with the installation
of conservation practices, ponds, wildlife habitat, ditch cleaning, brush
removal, etc. Many times landowners do not have the equipment or
expertise to install or maintain conservation practices and. Providing this
service to landowners is one more to step in responsible land use and
protecting natural resources.

Please visit the district website at Resources & Links - woodswcd.com to
complete the form or stop by the district office to be added to the
contractor list.



https://www.woodswcd.com/resources--links.html

H20hio

Wood County 2024 Statistics

125

94,459 acres Enrolled

That's about 40% of Wood County’s cropland.

59,141 acres Soil Sampled

These soil samples are used to ensure producers are
applying exactly what the soil and crops need.

Committed to

31,667.8 acres of
Cover Crops

About 15% of our cropland was protected from
wind and water erosion.

Making a
Difference

13407.2 acres of
Phosphorus Placement

Over 50 producers chose application methods
that didn’t leave phosphorus on the surface and
actually placed them in the soil.

473 acres of D)
Manure Management 2ot ey

Over 10 Wood County producers took extra steps
to ensure their manure applications did not
contribute to any nutrient loss.

Native Pollinator
Habitat Mini Grant

The Wood SWCD Native Pollinator Habitat Mini
Grant will provide financial assistance to Wood
County residents who wish to establish a
pollinator habitat. All grant recipients will work
with a conservation professional to develop a
seeding plan customized to their property.
There are two different grant opportunities, the
Backyard Conservation Grant and Pollinator
Partner Grant. Acreage for the Backyard
Conservation Grant is limited to one tenth of an
acre for up to $300 in funding. The Pollinator
Partner Grant is designed for seeding large plots
between one tenth and five acres in size and
awards funding at $400 per acre. Applications
are open to individuals and organizations and are
available on our website woodswcd.com or stop
in the office to learn more.

All H20hio Producers!

Watch your email for an invite to
our producer meeting in January.
You will learn about new program

updates, practice overview &
important deadlines.
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Tree Seedling /%

WOOQOD
S al e Soil & Water
Conservation

District

January 2—March 2, 2026

American Arborvitae * Norway Spruce * Concolor Fir -
Red Cedar * Hackberry ©+ Sycamore - Paw Paw -
Beauty Pack - Wild Berry Pack: Wildflower Seed Mix

[=]

E Order forms available on the website,
by mail, or at the district office.
Payable by cash, check, or credit card
with completed order form.

o a g ?f:::{ﬁ.t;t:" T e Ay O e on N AN NN AT L [ S Y e AN ‘
PR b B % ” PR M BRI AT 3 b & 2 el W PN T el L e el DA R ot A Tk L s
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1616 E. Wooster St., Suite 32, Bowling Green, OH 43402
419-354-5517 #4 www.woodswcd.com
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Order Deadline Monday, March 2, 2026

WOOD SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
2026 TREE & SHRUB SEEDLINGS SALE
ORDER FORM

WOOD

=

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

Stan tre [T an o Tree Seedling Pick-up Thursday, April 9, 2026
419-354-5517 #4
NAME: EMAIL:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP: PHONE:
Conifers - bare root, pack of 10
American Arborvitae Seedling 12-15" $12.00 X =
Norway Spruce Seedling 18-24" $12.00 X =
Concolor Fir Seedling 10-15" $12.00 X =
Red Cedar Seedlings 6 - 10" $15.00 X =
Deciduous Trees - bare root, pack of 10
Hackberry Seedling 18-24" $17.00 X =
Sycamore Seedling 18-24" $15.00 X =
Paw Paw Seedling 6-12" $20.00 X =
| Wildlife Shrubs - bare root, pack of 10
Beauty Pack - Redbud, Downy Serviceberry,
Common Lilac, Flowering Dogwood, Black Seedling 12 - 18" $30.00 X =
Chokeberry
Wild Berry Pack - 3 Black Elderberry, 2 Allegheny
Serviceberry, 3 Purple Flowering Raspberry, 2 Red |Seedling 6 - 12" $27.00
Mulberry X =
Wildflower Seed Mix
Native perennial blend of grasses and pollinator
favorites. One ounce will cover 200 square feet.
2 ounce $8.50 X =
4 ounce $17.00 X =
1 pound $65.00 X =
Miscellaneous items
Cone-A-Fir Tree Protector $3.50 X =
100 Marking Flags $15.00 X -
10 Marking Flags $1.50 X =
SUB TOTAL S
TAX 6.75% S
CREDIT CARD 3% $
| ToTALl |[$

Please fill out the order form above and return with cash, check, or credit care payment before Monday, March 2, 2026.
Make check payable to the Wood SWCD, 1616 E Wooster St Suite 32, Bowling Green, OH 43402

¥*The Wood SWCD does the best to obtain the best quality nursery stock, however, survival of the plants is beyond our control. **
**The Wood SWCD will not be responsible for refund or replacement of stock which does not survive. **
Quantities limited; please place your orders early.
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CAP

CONSERVATION
PROJECT

NEXT LEVEL AGRONOMY

Tools & Resources to Make Soil Health Profitable
February 18, 2026 9:00 am — 2:30 pm
r-\
Northwest State
. Community College
N R Auditorium, 22600 St Rt 34, Archbold, OH 43502

Guest Speakers:

9 am- Blake Hadley, BW Fusion 365 Sampling: Haney Soil Test Overview

9:45 am- Russ Rice, Gary Pennell, CAP team: Next Level Soil Health Measurements
10:15 am- Break

10:45 am- Josh Toal, RhizeBio: Next Level Biological Testing, Soil DNA

11:30 am- Alan Sundermeier, CAP Coord.: Next Level Organic Matter Management

Noon: Lunch

1 pm- Stephanie Singer, The Nature Conservancy: Edge of Field P Solutions
1:15 pm- Local Farmer Panel: How | Use Soil Testing

2:00 pm- Discussion: Barriers to Soil Health Adoption
$20.00 Fee Collected at the Door or PrePay by Credit Card & RSVP at ick Here

RSVP by Feb. 12, 2026 to: alansundermeier@gmail.com or Phone 419-261-0625

www. capofohio.org/events Supporters:

OHIO
THE OHIO S[JAII-_ UNIVERSITY H ZOhlo CUUNE”_

OLLEGE FL |_P\(_I-9| CULT Ult
\'\II I"q\.ll—[ INMENTAL SCIENCES




WOOD SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
&

WOOD COUNTY RECORDER

HISTORIC
FARMS

APPLICATION WORKSHOP

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026
2:00 PM

Wood County Courthouse
Recorder’s Office
20 Floor

= ) X
OHIO
HISTORIC

FARMS

Scan to register

This workshop is free
and open to the public.

Join Recorder Connor Rose and the Wood SWCD staff in learning how to determine if
your family farm meets the qualifications for an Ohio Historic Farm designation and
how to obtain the required documentation for the application.

Farmland Preservation - woodswcd.com

e~ D t t of
Tl Sppacimeste

Soil & Water
Conservation
District




- WOOD COUNTY <«

AG-VENTURE

A SELY DRIVING FARM TOUR

2026 Site Stops
Saturday, September 12, 2026

Aaron & Stacey Creps Family Farm &
Dusty Boots, LTD
Bowling Green Water Treatment Plant
Fox-Shank Living Laboratory
Luckey Farmers — Sugar Ridge Branch
National Construction Equipment Museum

Power of Yesteryear

Ag-Venture - woodswcd.com




Items for Sale Equipment for Rent

Floating Pond Filter $170.00 Great Plains Drill
Pond Filter Float $105.00 (for CRP Practices only)
Replacement Filter $ 45.00 * 10" working width
Deep Water Sign $ 1400 * 7 1/2”7 row spacing
Rope (per foot) $ 025 e Minimum 65 hp with live
Tile Probes 4, 41/2', 5’ $ 40-50 hydraulics
Soil Test Kit $ 10.00 Rental Rate is $10.00/acre
Soil Test Probe $ 63.00 SS:-) m'"g’h“m) $20.00
elivery Charge $20.
Flags $0.15¢ea Cleanout Charge $25.00
100 5x 8 $ 15.00 (if applicable)
6’ field flag $ 10.00
Tree Protectors $ 350 Dibble Bar
Nut Wizards® $ 40-50  $80 Refundable Deposit
Rat Guards

4” stainless steel $ 8.00 Tree Planter
6” stainless steel $ 1000 (for large planting projects)
8” stainless steel $ 1200  $25.00 First Day
10” stainless steel $ 18.00 $45.00 Each Additional Day
12” stainless steel $ 28.00
I5” mild steel $ 25.00

For Use by Wood County

Residents and Landowner
Cash, Check, or Credit Card (3% fee) payable esidents and Landowners

upon receipt.
Sales tax of 6.75% will be applied at purchase.
A completed tax exempt certificate is needed
for tax exempt purchases.

District Staff

Melanie Knapp, District Administrator

Jeremy Gerwin, Lead Technician

Beth Landers, Resource Technician

Julie Lause, Administrative & Outreach Coordinator
Jaylie Rollheiser, Nutrient Management Technician

NRCS Staff

Andrea Morehouse, District Conservationist
Joe Rumschlag, Civil Engineering Technician

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Please contact the district office to update contact information or
to be added to the email contact list. The majority of
correspondence from the Wood SWCD is through email and social
media.

UPCOMING EVENTS

OFFICE CLOSED
JANUARY | & 2
JANUARY [9
FEBRUARY 16

TREE SEEDLING SALE
JANUARY - MARCH 2

TREE WORKSHOP
TBD

WILDLIFE HABITAT
WORKSHOP
TBD

HISTORIC FARMS
WORKSHOP
MARCH 12

OHIO AG DAY
MARCH 21

WOOD COUNTY
AG-VENTURE
SEPTEMBER 12, 2026
AG-VENTURE -
WOODSWCD.COM

CONTACT US

Wood SWCD

I616 E. Wooster St.
Suite 32

Bowling Green, OH
43402

419-354-5517 #4
weswed@woodswed.com

www.woodswcd.com

NRCS
567-366-0176

Andrea.Morehouse@usda.gov

www.nrcs.usda.gov

f
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