
Celebrating 75 years of soil conservation in Wood County is a notable milestone. 

Chartered July 8, 1949 as the Wood County Soil Conservation District, the Board of 

Supervisors voted to change the name of the district to the Wood Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SWCD) at the November 6, 1963 regular meeting. Across the 

United States nearly 3,000 conservation districts are established; almost one in every 

county.  

 

Focusing on soil health and water quality, the Wood SWCD provided technical work for 

13 drainage tile connector mains and water control structures, two erosion control 

structures, and assisted with seven private drainage assessments and ditch cleanings.  1,200 

4th graders received tree seedlings. Nearly 2,000 students and youth experienced hands-

on learning on soil structure, soil health, and where their food comes from.  Staff 

members represented landowners and residents through serving on the boards of local 

and regional advisory committees protecting farmland and water quality.   

 

After four years with the district in providing H2Ohio assistance to producers Sarah St. 

John took a new position with the Natural Resource Conservation Service in Ottawa 

County. The supervisors and staff wish Sarah all the best with her new venture.  

A Milestone and More   

Wood Soil & Water Conservation District 

Winter 2025 

Eye On Conser vat ion  

OFFICE HOURS 

7:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
‒ • ‒ 

The Wood SWCD Board of Supervisors holds  

regular monthly meetings the third Friday of each 

month at 8:00 AM at the district office. 
 

2024 Board of Supervisors 

Front L to R: Matt Davis and Dylan Baer  

Back L to R: Kris Swartz, 

Logan Riker-Chamberlain, and Marc Schaller 

 

Thank you to   
Wood County 

Commissioners Dr. Ted 
Bowlus, Craig LaHote, and 
Doris I. Herringshaw for 

the continued support and 
concern of your local 

natural resources.  
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“Boots on the Ground” by Owen Schassberger, Farm Bill Biologist 

Pheasants Forever, Inc. and Quail Forever; Lucas|Ottawa|Sandusky|Wood 

Making new friends is an important part of moving to a new place. During a 

summer internship at Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge in northern 

Minnesota, Owen, the new Farm Bill Biologist, made a very unlikely friend. On 

a weekly basis, a ruffed grouse came by his apartment for a visit. The bird’s 

visits became routine, and another staff member named him Hei Hei after the 

chicken in Disney’s Moana.  

Hei Hei would appear standing on a picnic table on the apartment porch and 

not be startled if you walked right next to him. Several refuge visitors also met 

the bird. He even pecked one visitor’s camera lens when they came too close. During walks in the woods near the 

apartment, Hei Hei could hear or see someone walking and follow or chase after them.  

Such behaviors are common among male ruffed grouse defending their territory. Each male can occupy an area up to 

ten acres in size that is typically shared by a female. Male ruffed grouse 

are territorial throughout their adult lives and are most defensive during 

the nesting season. Another way male ruffed grouse defend their 

territory is with a “drumming” display. This occurs when a male beats his 

wings quickly against the air to make a drumming sound. The sound 

resembles a small airplane or helicopter engine starting up. Males stand 

on an elevated surface such as a log or dirt mound while performing the 

display. 

Unique experiences with wildlife are a pleasant reminder of the why habit 

conservation efforts are critical to the wellbeing of countless species and 

our own. 

 

 

Source: Ruffed Grouse Society & 

American Woodcock Society 

https://ruffedgrousesociety.org/grouse-facts/ 

 

 

 

“Boots on the Ground” highlights experiences, quotes, quips, and commentary offered by the supervisors and staff of the 

district. 

https://ruffedgrousesociety.org/grouse-facts/
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS  

2025 POSTER & PHOTO CONTESTS  

The Wood Soil & Water Conservation District  

 is offering an opportunity for Wood County K-12 students to create a hand-drawn, 

digital, or Braille poster focusing on a stewardship message,  

Home is Where the Habitat is 

* All posters must be created by an individual student rather than a team of students.           

* The title Home is Where the Habitat is must be on your poster. 

* Each entry must have signed entry form to be eligible for judging (available at wooodswcd.com).   

* Although younger students will most likely receive help in planning from parent or teachers, NACD 

encourages each student to do as much of the work as possible by him/herself. Entries completed by 

students in their own writing and coloring will score better than those designed, drawn, and colored by adult 

assistance.  

Deadline: Entries must be received by Friday, May 2, 2025 at the Wood SWCD office. Entries can be 

mailed or dropped off to the Wood SWCD office. Entries must include the completed entry form.  

Visit woodswcd.com for additional information and guidelines on 

the Braille and Additional Assist contests.   

Hand-drawn Posters  

* Posters may use any media—

paint, crayon, colored pencil, charcoal, stickers, 

paper or other materials. 

 * Poster size must be no larger than 11” x 17”.  

(Winning posters and entry forms are scanned 

for the state competition) 

* Grade categories are K - 1st, 2nd - 3rd, 4th - 

6th, 7th - 9th, 10th - 12th. 

Digital Posters  

* Must be a digital design and can be created in 

any platform used for digital projects such as 

Canva, PicMonkey, Google Slides, Photoshop, 

InDesign, etc. 

* Digital posters must be original work and not 

include any copyrighted, trademarked or 

branded marks, images or phrases besides the 

NACD 2025  themed logo. 

* Open to Grades 7-12. 
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 Items for Sale 

 

Floating Pond Filter   $170.00 

Pond Filter Float             $105.00 

Replacement Filter   $  45.00 

Deep Water Sign  $  14.00 

Rope (per foot)   $    0.25 

Tile Probes   $  40-50  

Soil Test Kit   $  10.00 

Soil Test Probe    $  63.00  

Flags    $ 0.15 ea 

 100 5x 8  $   15.00

 6’ field flag  $   10.00 

Tree Protectors  $    3.50 

Nut Wizards®   $  40-50 

Compost Bin   $   65.00  

Rat Guards  

  4” stainless steel $     8.00 

  6” stainless steel $   10.00 

   8”  stainless steel $   12.00 

 10” stainless steel $   18.00  

 12” stainless steel      $   28.00 

 15” mild steel  $   25.00 
 

 

Cash or Check payable upon receipt. 

Sales tax of 6.75% will be applied at purchase. 

A completed tax exempt certificate is 

needed for tax exempt purchases.  

 

Equipment for Rent  
 

Great Plains Drill   

(for CRP Practices only) 

• 10’ working width 

• 7 1/2” row spacing 

• Minimum 65 hp with live 

hydraulics 

Rental Rate is $10.00/acre   

($50 minimum) 

Delivery Charge $20.00 

Cleanout Charge $25.00   

(if applicable) 

 

Dibble Bar      

$40 Refundable Deposit  

 

Tree Planter  

(for large planting projects) 

$25.00 First Day 

$45.00 Each Additional Day 

 

 

For Use by Wood County 
Residents and Landowners 

CONTACT US 

Wood SWCD 

1616 E. Wooster St.  

Suite 32 

Bowling Green, OH   

43402 

 

419-354-5517    #4  

wcswcd@woodswcd.com         

www.woodswcd.com 

 

NRCS  

419-352-5172 

kelly.copeland@usda.gov 

www.nrcs.usda.gov 

 

District Staff 

Jim Carter, District Administrator/Drainage & Engineering Coordinator 

Jeremy Gerwin, Lead Technician  

Beth Landers, Resource Technician 

Julie Lause, Administrative & Outreach Manager 
 
 

 

NRCS Staff 

Andrea Morehouse, District Conservationist 

Kelly Copeland, Resource Conservationist 

Joe Rumschlag, Civil Engineering Technician 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  

 

Please contact the district office to update contact information or to 

be added to the email contact list. The majority of correspondence 

from the Wood SWCD is through email and social media.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

MONDAY, JANUARY 20 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

 

TREE SEEDLING SALE  

JANUARY - MARCH 3 

 

TREE WORKSHOP 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM 

PROGRAM BEGINS AT 6:30 PM 

WOOD SWCD OFFICE 

 

NACD POSTER CONTEST 

DEADLINE MAY 2 

 

FINGERLING FISH SALE  

ORDER DEADLINE,  

MONDAY, MAY 5 

 

 

mailto:wcswcd@woodswcd.com
http://www.woodswcd.com
mailto:kelly.copeland@usda.gov

