
2024 is a milestone year for the Wood Soil and Water 

Conservation District as we celebrate 75 years of 

conservation. Soil Conservation Districts began in 1937 when 

the U.S. was in the middle of an ecological disaster - The Dust 

Bowl.  The Wood County Soil Conservation District was 

chartered July 8, 1949 with the name change in 1964 to the 

Wood Soil and Water Conservation District. 

 

As a subdivision of Wood County, policies are set by the five 

member board of supervisors. The board began as an elected 

volunteer position and continues as the same. Rolla Eckert, 

Alvin Ziss, L.F. Robertson, Norman Whitman, and Hobart 

Thompson comprised the first Board of Supervisors in 1949. 

56 conservation minded men and women have held the 

position over the past 75 years. The dedication, wealth of 

knowledge, and genuine conservation concern of the 

volunteers is extraordinary.  
 

The role of the Wood SWCD changed little over the years. 

Soil health and water quality remain the focus through 

education and practice in agriculture as well as in urban life.  
 

As we move forward this year, look for more district history 

as we are Digging into the District.  

 

 

Keep up the conservation efforts and we look forward to seeing you throughout the year.  

Conservation Carries On   

Wood Soil & Water Conservation District  

Winter 2024 

Eye On Conservat ion 

OFFICE HOURS  

7:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
 Å  

The Wood SWCD Board of Supervisors holds  

regular monthly meetings the third Friday of each 

month at 8:00 AM at the district office. 
 

2024 Board of Supervisors  

Front L to R: Matt Davis and Dylan Baer  

Back L to R: Kris Swartz, 

Logan Riker-Chamberlain, and Marc Schaller 

 

Thank you to   
Wood County 

Commissioners Dr. Ted 
Bowlus, Craig LaHote, and 
Doris I. Herringshaw for 

the continued support and 
concern of your local 

natural resources.  

2023 SPIRIT OF WOOD COUNTY 

AWARDS  

Left to right is Matt Davis, current 

Chair of the Board of Supervisors;  

Lee Sundermeier, current award 

recipient and past supervisor; 

Bernard Scott, past award recipient 

and past supervisor; and Kris 

Swartz, current award recipient and 

current supervisor.  
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òBoots on the Groundó  

h5! 9ȄǘŜƴŘǎ IнhƘƛƻ 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 

tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴǝƭ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нΣ нлнпΣ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎŜƴǝǾŜǎ 

2%9./,$3"52'ȟ /ÈÉÏ ɉ$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ςψȟ ςπςσɊ ɀ 4ÈÅ /ÈÉÏ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ !ÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ɉ/$!Ɋ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÅØÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ (ς/ÈÉÏ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρτ ÃÏÕÎÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÕÍÅÅ 2ÉÖÅÒ 7ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄȢ 

$ÕÅ ÔÏ Á ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÂÌÅ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÓÉÇÎÕÐ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÎÏ× ÈÁÖÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςȟ ςπςτȟ ÔÏ 

ÅÎÒÏÌÌȢ 

0ÒÏÄÕÃÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÉÇÎÕÐ ÁÒÅÁ ÁÒÅ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÒÏÌÌ ÎÅ× ÁÃÒÅÓ ÏÒ ÒÅ-ÅÎÒÏÌÌ ÁÃÒÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ (ς/ÈÉÏ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÒÎ ÉÎÃÅÎÔÉÖÅÓ ÆÏÒ 

ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÂÅÓÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÐÒÏÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȢ %ÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ 

!ÌÌÅÎȟ !ÕÇÌÁÉÚÅȟ $ÅПÉÁÎÃÅȟ &ÕÌÔÏÎȟ (ÅÎÒÙȟ (ÁÒÄÉÎȟ (ÁÎÃÏÃËȟ ,ÕÃÁÓȟ -ÅÒÃÅÒȟ 0ÕÔÎÁÍȟ 0ÁÕÌÄÉÎÇȟ 6ÁÎ 7ÅÒÔȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓȟ ÁÎÄ 7ÏÏÄȢ 

&ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ (ς/ÈÉÏ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ 3ÏÉÌ ÁÎÄ 7ÁÔÅÒ 

#ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȢ 

(ς/ÈÉÏ ÉÓ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ $Å7ÉÎÅȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÓÁÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÎ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ /ÈÉÏȢ )Ô ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅȟ ÄÁÔÁ-ÄÒÉÖÅÎ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ 

ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÅÒÍȢ (ς/ÈÉÏ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÂÅÓÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȟ 

ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ ÈÏÍÅ ÓÅÐÔÉÃ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÎÕÔÒÉÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÒÍÆÕÌ ÁÌÇÁÌ ÂÌÏÏÍÓȢ &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ 

ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ (ς/ÈÉÏ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÈςȢÏÈÉÏȢÇÏÖ . 

 

If youõd like to know more about the program, contact Sarah or Beth at the Wood SWCD office, 419-354-5517 #4. 

 

Beth Landers and Sarah St. John, Wood SWCD technicians, manage the district 

H2Ohio program.  Information and updates to participants are sent in a timely 

manner. They are diligent in recordkeeping and data entry for prompt payments 

of completed best management practices. Guidance to the farmers and attention 

to detail contribute to the increased participation in the program. The last few 

weeks were a frenzy with famers turning in completed checklists, adding acres 

to contracts, and re-enrolling in the H2Ohio program.  

 
Wood SWCD Re -enrollment Progress  
 

Acres enrolled in 2020: 90,015 

Acres with a nutrient management plan (NMP): 69,611 

Acres following their NMP in 2021: 61,491 

Acres following their NMP in 2022: 66,022 

Acres reported for crop year 2023 as of 12/28: 52,168 

Acres enrolled in H2Ohio for 2024-25 as of 12/28: 89,973 

 

 

òBoots on the Groundó highlights experiences, quotes, quips, and commentary 

offered by the supervisors and staff of the district. 

Rye growing in corn stubble.  

Minimizes soil erosion, beneficial for 

microbial activity, adds organic 

matter, helps reduce compaction, and 

suppresses weeds.  
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Digging into the District:  

Wood Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors Meeting Tuesday, August 4, 1970 

8:00 PM 1022 North Prospect Street, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402  

òIt was decided to order 150 desk calendars as favors for the annual meeting.ó  

For over 50 years the district has the tradition of ordering desk planners. Even in this digital age 

people look forward to a traditional planner.  Stop by the district office to pick up the current planner 

and a new pen to fill up your calendar with the Wood SWCD events this year.  

 

Follow the Wood Soil & Water Conservation District on Facebook and Instagram, sign up for text message reminders, and 

provide your email for the quarterly newsletter for tree and fish sale reminders. Visit the district website and visit the district 

office for conservation resources, to register for events, and to purchase a nut wizard, plat book, marking flags, animal guards, or 

a pond filter replacement.  

The district supervisors and staff are putting together the annual plan of work.  Please share your suggestions and conservation 

concerns so they can be included and addressed. Weõd like to hear from you!  

Upcoming Events  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LVgBmYjt0M1cVp0WqdUpXTyqvLiCgQUCNeVSyNRvZXd91XRx2NWMnyeO2uEtg7dP11lSJOhQDWClqyBN2SCPqII8Ado-ZM3BhrVJ4qR55hQB4kpVaWbw7D5nosuthn2jwnuiAiG-syCGVXadOr_c0Hhw5Qnsh8JBxAnWzP76Ik6X4cM7pz06Gv4jU610FE_RBV7TVnilyVp1VH-ZusHmKjEdpmlbK3















