
The Wood Soil & Water Conservation District 

held the 75th Annual Election and Open House 

on Thursday. September 12, at the district office. 

A soup, salad, and sandwich lunch was enjoyed 

while reminiscing during a through-the-years 

slide show.  Thank you to the elected officials, 

partners, past supervisors, landowners, and 

residents who visited and voted.   

The district received a certificate of recognition 

from Senator JD Vance in honor of the 75th 

anniversary.  

 

Congratulations to Kris 

Swartz on his re-election to the Wood SWCD Board of Supervisors. Kris is a 

local and national conservation crusader. As a local fifth-generation farmer care 

for the land is a personal interest. However, conservation takes on a deeper 

meaning for him, too, as he serves on state and national soil and water 

conservation committees and boards.  Kris is the current president of the 

Ohio Agriculture Conservation Initiative (OACI) farmer certification program.  
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OFFICE HOURS 

7:30 AM —4:30 PM 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
‒ • ‒ 

The Wood SWCD Board of Supervisors holds  

regular monthly meetings the third Friday of each 

month at 8:00 AM at the district office. 
 

2024 Board of Supervisors 

Front L to R: Matt Davis and Dylan Baer  

Back L to R: Kris Swartz, Logan Riker-Chamberlain,  

and Marc Schaller 

Thank you to   
Wood County 

Commissioners Dr. Ted 
Bowlus, Craig LaHote, and 
Doris I. Herringshaw for 

the continued support and 
concern of your local 

natural resources.  
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“Boots on the Ground”  

Some professional development days are better than others. On August 26th, 

Sarah and Julie spent the day at the Stone Laboratory on Gibraltar Island; a six 

acre island off Put-in-Bay on Lake Erie used by The Ohio State University for 

water quality research. Gibraltar Island houses a field station, a dining hall, dorms, 

and Cooke Castle; a 15-room Victorian-Gothic mansion built by Jay Cooke in 

1864.  

Jeff Nordhaus, a 

Putnum SWCD 

technician and 

former Stone Lab research student, organized the tour for 34 

technicians and educators from soil and water districts across Ohio. 

The group learned how researchers collect and analyze data, had 

lunch in the dining hall, explored the island, and even went out on the 

research boats to take part in some field studies. 

The lake water was beautiful. The Secchi disk measurement 

indicated that sunlight was reaching a depth of 13 feet in 30 

feet of water. Trawling for about five minutes brought up a 

number of fish, including native Yellow Perch. Mayfly larvae 

were also collected using the plankton nets; which is an 

indication of a healthy lake. 

Seeing the research in action and witnessing first-hand how 

Lake Erie’s health is improving was not only educational, but 

reassuring that the efforts put forth to improve soil health 

and water quality are making a positive impact.  

 

“Boots on the Ground” highlights, experiences, quotes, quips, and commentary offered by the supervisors and staff of the district. 

Community Informational Session 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Oil and Gas Resources Management’s Orphan 

and Abandoned Well Program has potentially identified a significant number of abandoned wells 

in Liberty & Portage Townships. These wells were originally identified by historic records, but recently 

the ODNR  began using drones equipped with a magnetometer to detect underground metal 

associated with old well casings. The ODNR has done flights in this area and is seeking to confirm 

these well locations by sending an inspector to confirm if a well is or is not present.  

Community informational presentations and Q & A sessions will be on Tuesday, October 22, at the Community Civic Center in 

Rudolph and on Wednesday, October 23, at the Portage Township Hall. Both meetings will be held from 7-8 PM.  

 

Additional information on the Orphan Well Project can be found on the ODNR website, Public Notice of Orphan Well Projects | 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ohiodnr.gov)  

https://www.facebook.com/stonelaboratory?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW4cB4nZi47gPSEK6dRRcoZq7hm7sIMOkSyx8AIEje7fm2GDl3-9-1WD281_g4EDQJrLLLPDwWT1AjaTjY0PbAZ7gC0ABAcEiYXTOrVCBlTgStCBdA40TgRE3M9WM5DCFCnmVnwyb8hqtVGHuPPLn5Wh2PKR-XrwKG1pCiKc34UVZF5sAmKF_7bCGa2FrxLyq0&__tn__=
https://ohiodnr.gov/business-and-industry/business-opportunities/public-notice-orphan-well-plugging-contracts/public-notice-orphan-well-plugging-contracts
https://ohiodnr.gov/business-and-industry/business-opportunities/public-notice-orphan-well-plugging-contracts/public-notice-orphan-well-plugging-contracts
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Get paid to farm!  
Kelly Copeland, Resource Conservationist 
Yes, you read that right, get paid to farm! The Conservation Stewardship 

Program (CStwP) is designed to reward producers for the conservation you 

are already doing. This program pays you per acre and for each land use that 

you have.  

The land uses include cropland, associated ag land (odd areas and woods), and 

farmstead. You can also do contracts on wooded areas that are being managed 

for wildlife or timber production. 

Payments range based on the level of conservation determined through an 

assessment of your operation: 

 Cropland ranges from $ 5.93 to 10.39 per acre 

 Associated ag land ranges from $ 7.66 to 16.69 per acre 

 Farmstead ranges from $ 10.22 to 15.48 per acre 

In addition to the per acre payment, you also receive $1,800 per land use. 

Contracts are 5 years and paid annually in Oct/Nov or Jan/Feb based on 

producer selection. Contracts also pay a minimum of $4,000 per year. 

Okay, what’s the catch? The only “new” thing you need to do is nudge the needle on conservation on each land use to “earn” 

the payment.  

On cropland this might be planting a beneficial insect plot, planting trees 

or shrubs, or leaving standing crops.  

On associated ag land this might be improving the habitat value or 

building shelter areas like brush piles. 

On farmstead land this might be putting up nesting boxes, planting 

shrubs/trees for wildlife, or pollinator habitat. 

The options for the “new” items is lengthy and can be viewed online at 

Conservation Stewardship Program - Ohio | Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (usda.gov) or by searching for “Ohio NRCS CSP” 

So why not get paid to farm just the way you do?!  

Stop in or contact Kelly at NRCS 419-807-8533 or by email at 

Kelly.Copeland@usda.gov 

Eastern bluebird pair preparing a nest in a nest box on the 

campus of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's National 

Conservation Training Center 

Common Milkweed Pod Collection 

October 1—October 31 

• It is best to collect the pods when they are dry, grey, or brown.  

• If the center seam pops with gentle pressure, they can be harvested. 

• Store the pods in paper bags; plastic bags collect unwanted moisture. 

• Put the date and county collected on the bag when you turn them in. 

• Keep the pods in a cool, dry area until you can deliver them the Wood 

SWCD office. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/ohio/conservation-stewardship-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/ohio/conservation-stewardship-program
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 Items for Sale 

 

Floating Pond Filter   $170.00 

Pond Filter Float             $105.00 

Replacement Filter   $  45.00 

Deep Water Sign  $  14.00 

Rope (per foot)   $    0.25 

Tile Probes 4’, 41/2’, 5’  $  40-50 

Soil Test Kit   $  10.00 

Soil Test Probe    $  63.00  

Flags    $ 0.15 ea 

 100 5x 8  $   15.00

 6’ field flag  $   10.00 

Tree Protectors  $     3.00 

Nut Wizards®   $   40-50 

Compost Bin   $   65.00  

Rat Guards  

  4” stainless steel $     8.00 

  6” stainless steel $   10.00 

   8”  stainless steel $   12.00 

  10” stainless steel $   18.00  

  12” stainless steel      $   28.00 

  15” mild steel  $   25.00 

 

Cash or Check payable upon receipt. 

 

Sales tax of 6.75% will be applied at purchase. 

A completed tax exempt certificate is 

needed for tax exempt purchases.  

Equipment for Rent  
 

Great Plains Drill   

(for CRP Practices only) 

• 10’ working width 

• 7 1/2” row spacing 

• Minimum 65 hp with live 

hydraulics 

Rental Rate is $10.00/acre   

($50 minimum) 

Delivery Charge $20.00 

Cleanout Charge $25.00   

(if applicable) 

 

Dibble Bar      

$40 Refundable Deposit  

 

Tree Planter  

(for large planting projects) 

$25.00 First Day 

$45.00 Each Additional Day 

 

 

For Use by Wood County 
Residents and Landowners 

CONTACT US 

Wood SWCD 

1616 E. Wooster St.  

Suite 32 

Bowling Green, OH   

43402 

 

419-354-5517    #4  

wcswcd@woodswcd.com         

www.woodswcd.com 

 

NRCS  

419-352-5172 

kelly.copeland@usda.gov 

www.nrcs.usda.gov 

 

District Staff 

Jim Carter, District Administrator/Drainage & Engineering Coordinator 

Jeremy Gerwin, Lead Technician  

Beth Landers, Resource Technician 

Julie Lause, Administrative & Outreach Manager 

Sarah St. John, District Technician 
 

NRCS Staff 

Andrea Morehouse, District Conservationist 

Kelly Copeland, Resource Conservationist 

Joe Rumschlag, Civil Engineering Technician 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  

 

 

Please contact the district office to update contact information or to 

be added to the email contact list. The majority of correspondence 

from the Wood SWCD is through email and social media.   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED  

OCTOBER 14 

NOVEMBER 11 

NOVEMBER 28 AND 29 

DECEMBER   25 

 

 

TREE SEEDLING SALE  

JANUARY - MARCH 1 

 

 

STOP BY THE DISTRICT OFFICE 

TO PICK UP YOUR 2025 PLANNER  

 

mailto:wcswcd@woodswcd.com
http://www.woodswcd.com
mailto:kelly.copeland@usda.gov

