
2024 is a milestone year for the Wood Soil and Water 

Conservation District as we celebrate 75 years of 

conservation. Soil Conservation Districts began in 1937 when 

the U.S. was in the middle of an ecological disaster - The Dust 

Bowl.  The Wood County Soil Conservation District was 

chartered July 8, 1949 with the name change in 1964 to the 

Wood Soil and Water Conservation District. 
 

As a subdivision of Wood County, policies are set by the five 

member board of supervisors. The board began as an elected 

volunteer position and continues as the same. Rolla Eckert, 

Alvin Ziss, L.F. Robertson, Norman Whitman, and Hobart 

Thompson comprised the first Board of Supervisors in 1949. 

56 conservation minded men and women have held the 

position over the past 75 years. The dedication, wealth of 

knowledge, and genuine conservation concern of the 

volunteers is extraordinary.  
 

The role of the Wood SWCD changed little over the years. 

Soil health and water quality remain the focus through 

education and practice in agriculture as well as in urban life.  
 

As we move forward this year, look for more district history 

as we are Digging into the District.  

 

 

Keep up the conservation efforts and we look forward to seeing you throughout the year.  

Conservation Carries On  

Wood Soil & Water Conservation District 

Winter 2024 

Eye On Conser vat ion  

OFFICE HOURS 

7:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
‒ • ‒ 

The Wood SWCD Board of Supervisors holds  

regular monthly meetings the third Friday of each 

month at 8:00 AM at the district office. 
 

2024 Board of Supervisors 

Front L to R: Matt Davis and Dylan Baer  

Back L to R: Kris Swartz, 

Logan Riker-Chamberlain, and Marc Schaller 

 

Thank you to   
Wood County 

Commissioners Dr. Ted 
Bowlus, Craig LaHote, and 
Doris I. Herringshaw for 

the continued support and 
concern of your local 

natural resources.  

2023 SPIRIT OF WOOD COUNTY 

AWARDS 

Left to right is Matt Davis, current 

Chair of the Board of Supervisors;  

Lee Sundermeier, current award 

recipient and past supervisor; 

Bernard Scott, past award recipient 

and past supervisor; and Kris 

Swartz, current award recipient and 

current supervisor. 
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Eye On Conservat ion  

“Boots on the Ground”  

ODA Extends H2Ohio Enrollment Deadline 

Producers have until February 2, 2024, to sign up for incentives 

REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (December 28, 2023) – The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) announced today it will extend the 

enrollment deadline for H2Ohio producers in the 14 counties of the Maumee River Watershed. 

Due to a considerable amount of interest during the current signup period, farmers now have until February 2, 2024, to 

enroll. 

Producers in the active signup area are eligible to enroll new acres or re-enroll acres into H2Ohio and earn incentives for 

implementing best management practices that are scientifically proven to improve water quality. Eligible counties include 

Allen, Auglaize, Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Hardin, Hancock, Lucas, Mercer, Putnam, Paulding, Van Wert, Williams, and Wood. 

For more information about H2Ohio or the extended enrollment deadline, please contact your local Soil and Water 

Conservation District. 

H2Ohio is Governor DeWine’s initiative to ensure safe and clean water in Ohio. It is a comprehensive, data-driven approach 

to improving water quality over the long term. H2Ohio focuses on encouraging agricultural best management practices, 

restoring wetlands, and replacing home septic systems to reduce nutrients that contribute to harmful algal blooms. For more 

information on the H2Ohio initiative, please visit h2.ohio.gov . 

 

If you’d like to know more about the program, contact Sarah or Beth at the Wood SWCD office, 419-354-5517 #4. 

 

Beth Landers and Sarah St. John, Wood SWCD technicians, manage the district 

H2Ohio program.  Information and updates to participants are sent in a timely 

manner. They are diligent in recordkeeping and data entry for prompt payments 

of completed best management practices. Guidance to the farmers and attention 

to detail contribute to the increased participation in the program. The last few 

weeks were a frenzy with famers turning in completed checklists, adding acres 

to contracts, and re-enrolling in the H2Ohio program.  

 
Wood SWCD Re-enrollment Progress 
 

Acres enrolled in 2020: 90,015 

Acres with a nutrient management plan (NMP): 69,611 

Acres following their NMP in 2021: 61,491 

Acres following their NMP in 2022: 66,022 

Acres reported for crop year 2023 as of 12/28: 52,168 

Acres enrolled in H2Ohio for 2024-25 as of 12/28: 89,973 

 

 

“Boots on the Ground” highlights experiences, quotes, quips, and commentary 

offered by the supervisors and staff of the district. 

Rye growing in corn stubble.  

Minimizes soil erosion, beneficial for 

microbial activity, adds organic 

matter, helps reduce compaction, and 

suppresses weeds.  



Page 3 Eye On Conservat ion  

Digging into the District:  

Wood Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors Meeting Tuesday, August 4, 1970 

8:00 PM 1022 North Prospect Street, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402  

“It was decided to order 150 desk calendars as favors for the annual meeting.”  

For over 50 years the district has the tradition of ordering desk planners. Even in this digital age 

people look forward to a traditional planner.  Stop by the district office to pick up the current planner 

and a new pen to fill up your calendar with the Wood SWCD events this year.  

 

Follow the Wood Soil & Water Conservation District on Facebook and Instagram, sign up for text message reminders, and 

provide your email for the quarterly newsletter for tree and fish sale reminders. Visit the district website and visit the district 

office for conservation resources, to register for events, and to purchase a nut wizard, plat book, marking flags, animal guards, or 

a pond filter replacement.  

The district supervisors and staff are putting together the annual plan of work.  Please share your suggestions and conservation 

concerns so they can be included and addressed. We’d like to hear from you!  

Upcoming Events 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LVgBmYjt0M1cVp0WqdUpXTyqvLiCgQUCNeVSyNRvZXd91XRx2NWMnyeO2uEtg7dP11lSJOhQDWClqyBN2SCPqII8Ado-ZM3BhrVJ4qR55hQB4kpVaWbw7D5nosuthn2jwnuiAiG-syCGVXadOr_c0Hhw5Qnsh8JBxAnWzP76Ik6X4cM7pz06Gv4jU610FE_RBV7TVnilyVp1VH-ZusHmKjEdpmlbK3


















 Items for Sale 

 

Floating Pond Filter   $170.00 

Pond Filter Float             $105.00 

Replacement Filter   $  45.00 

Deep Water Sign  $  14.00 

Rope (per foot)   $    0.25 

Tile Probes   $  40-50  

Soil Test Kit   $  10.00 

Soil Test Probe    $  63.00  

Flags    $ 0.15 ea 

 100 5x 8  $   15.00

 6’ field flag  $   10.00 

Tree Protectors  $    3.50 

Nut Wizards®   $  40-50 

Compost Bin   $   65.00  

Rat Guards  

  4” stainless steel $     8.00 

  6” stainless steel $   10.00 

   8”  stainless steel $   12.00 

 10” stainless steel $   18.00  

 12” stainless steel      $   28.00 

 15” mild steel  $   25.00 

Wood County Plat Book $   20.00 
 

Cash or Check payable upon receipt. 

Sales tax of 6.75% will be applied at purchase. 

A completed tax exempt certificate is 

needed for tax exempt purchases.  

Equipment for Rent  
 

Great Plains Drill   

(for CRP Practices only) 

• 10’ working width 

• 7 1/2” row spacing 

• Minimum 65 hp with live 

hydraulics 

Rental Rate is $10.00/acre   

($50 minimum) 

Delivery Charge $20.00 

Cleanout Charge $25.00   

(if applicable) 

 

Dibble Bar      

$40 Refundable Deposit  

 

Tree Planter  

(for large planting projects) 

$25.00 First Day 

$45.00 Each Additional Day 

 

 

For Use by Wood County 
Residents and Landowners 

CONTACT US 

Wood SWCD 

1616 E. Wooster St.  

Suite 32 

Bowling Green, OH   

43402 

 

419-354-5517    #4  

wcswcd@woodswcd.com         

www.woodswcd.com 

 

NRCS  

419-352-5172 

kelly.copeland@usda.gov 

www.nrcs.usda.gov 

 

District Staff 

Jim Carter, District Administrator/Drainage & Engineering Coordinator 

Jeremy Gerwin, Lead Technician  

Beth Landers, Resource Technician 

Julie Lause, Administrative & Outreach Manager 

Sarah St. John, District Technician 

Beth Anne Hermes, WLEB Nutrient Management Technician 
 

NRCS Staff 

Andrea Morehouse, District Conservationist 

Kelly Copeland, Resource Conservationist 

Joe Rumschlag, Civil Engineering Technician 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  

 

Please contact the district office to update contact information or to 

be added to the email contact list. The majority of correspondence 

from the Wood SWCD is through email and social media.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

TREE SEEDLING SALE  

JANUARY - MARCH 1 

 

MYFARMS AND H2OHIO 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

6 PM 

WOOD SWCD OFFICE 

 

TREE WORKSHOP 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM 

WOOD SWCD OFFICE 

 

MANAGING INVASIVE 

SPECIES  

TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2024 

DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM  

WOOD SWCD OFFICE 

 

POND CLINIC 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 

DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM 

WOOD SWCD OFFICE 

 

FINGERLING FISH SALE  

ORDER DEADLINE,  

MONDAY, APRIL 17 

 

 

mailto:wcswcd@woodswcd.com
http://www.woodswcd.com
mailto:kelly.copeland@usda.gov

