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No winter lasts forever;  

no spring skips its turn.   

- Hal Borland  
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The 68th Wood SWCD annual meeting, election, awards banquet, and 

5th annual conservation ATV tour was held at the Agricultural Incubator 

Foundation (AIF) on Saturday, September 16th. The district board of 

supervisors election was held 11 a.m.ñ1 p.m.  Lunch was catered by 

Alexõs Catering Service, a tenant of the Northwest Ohio Cooperative 

Kitchen at the AIF. Guest speaker and local author, Nathan Crook, 

Ph.D. professor at ATI, Wooster, gave a presentation on the Great Black 

Swamp.     

Steve Benner, Portage, Bernie Scott, Tontogany,  and Ron Snyder, 

Pemberville, were the candidates for the election. Incumbents, Bernie and 

Ron were each elected to serve three-year term beginning  January 1.  

The ATV tour started the day with 

registration at  8:00 a.m. at AIF. The 

first stop of the morning was at Easily 

Green and Renewed Outdoors, a lawn 

care and  yard waste recycling facility 

on route 25 in Perrysburg. Owner, 

Andrew Kramp, provided a tour of the 

facility.  This unique facility provides 

the residents of the city of Perrysburg a 

free drop off location for their grass 

clippings, tree branches, and other yard 

waste.  The yard waste is processed and turned into soil amendments and 

mulch. (continued on pg. 3) 



òBoots on the Groundó - Julie Lause 
Over the years,  my husband, Eric and our daughter, Olivia, and I 
would load up the our bikes and pedal our way around Maumee Bay 
State Park, Harrison State Park. and the local bike trails; we didnõt travel 
too far from home with the rickety bike rack on the back of the car.  
We spend a few hours enjoying scenery and beautiful weather.and 
ending the trip with a stop at a local ice cream shop.  

As I took classes to become a certified Master Gardner or would learn 
something new from a workshop or training through our district office, 
I started to look at the scenery a little closer.  Iõd attempt to ID a tree,  
guess the names of the birds, or scan a plant with my new plant ID app.  
It was a game for me.  Eric and Olivia didnõt really want to play along.. 
They didnõt consider it a learning opportunity. Their ride was simply 
recreational.  

Now that our daughter is finishing college, Eric and I will a few days to 
sightsee and include a visit to a few parks.  We no longer take the bikes 
on the rickety rack; we rent really nice bikes at the parks. This fall, we 
pedaled around Allegany State Park in New York and Presque Isle in 
Erie, Pennsylvania.  Beautiful sites and rich with history.  Eric has more 
patience with me, now, and will at least pretended to be interested as I 
still guess the species of trees, point out the native and invasive plants, 
or stop to take a picture of a butterfly.   

Weõve learned to experience the opportunities in the parks together. Iõll 
stop to take pictures and Eric will still pedal ahead of me. Iõll catch up 
to find him sitting along a shore watching the water.  He tells me about 
the fish and I show him my pictures. We race back to return the bikes 
because we lost track of time and then head for the nearest ice cream 
shop.  Itõs a good day.        

ñBoots on the Groundò is an addition to our quarterly newsletter 
highlighting an experience, quotes, quips, and  commentary offered by the 
supervisors and staff of the district.   

Native Plants Resources 

 

Local seed swaps are good 
places to find native 

wildflower seeds.  Look for 

the events on social media, 
newspapers, and TV.   

 

Toledo Grows Seed Swap 
Saturday, February 24 

12ð3  
Scott High School  

 
 
 
 

Commercial Seed Sources 
  

Earth Sources, Inc. 
www.earthsourceinc.net 

 
Ohio Prairie Nursery 

www.ohioprairienursery.com 
 

A plant is considered native if 

it has occurred naturally in a 

particular region, ecosystem, 

or habitat without human 

introduction. 

 

https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-

Wildlife/About/Native-Plants 

Pedaling Through the Parks  



(continued from pg.1) The second stop was at a residential home landscape in a Perrysburg neighborhood 

where Hal Mann and his wife, Ginny, replaced their traditional non-native shrubs and plants with native 

plants.  Once established, native plants can take over the landscape. The 

plants support a wide range of native wildlife, but finding the balance 

between a  manicured lawn and native plant gardens was a challenge.   

The third stop on the ATV tour 

was at the Bowling Green Water 

Treatment plant. The City of 

Bowling Green draws water 

from the Maumee River when  

the water quality is high. It is 

then stored in above ground 

reservoirs for use when the river water quality is low. The 

drinking water is closely monitored and goes through a 10-step 

treatment process to ensure quality drinking water.   

The final stop was back at AIF where tours of the grounds were available following the annual meeting. 

During the lunch meeting, awards were presented to local producers and community members for their 

conservation efforts and partnership with the Wood SWCD. Cline 

Brothers Dairy was recognized as the Outstanding Cooperator and 

Riker Farm Seed as the Friend of the District.  

Two students were 

awarded the John Hirzel 

Memorial Scholarship. 

Erin Graves and Lydia 

Tressel. Erin is a senior at 

Miami University of Ohio 

majoring in geology and 

environmental science 

with plans to attend graduate school for a Masterõs degree in 

Environmental Science.  Erinõs long term goal is to work in 

environmental policy involving farmers, educators, and politicians to ensure good 

water, soil, and air quality for future generations.  

Lydia is also a senior at Miami University majoring in Botany with a long term goal 

of earning a Ph.D. in plant systematics. Through her 

education, Lydia hopes to lead students in continued 

research and become a professional botanist.  

Thank you to all for your support and contributions to your 

local conservation district.  We strive to provide the 

resources and education in making good, positive choices 

in conservation practices. Please contact the district with 

your suggestions for programs and  technical assistance.   

No conservation ATV tour is planned for this year. Be sure to save the date for 

the Wood County Ag-Venture Self-Driving Farm Tour on Saturday, September 15 to 

highlight what local farmers and partners are doing with agriculture in Wood County.  

Erin Graves  

Lydia Tressel  


