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A Leader in Local Conservation   
By Mindy Bankey, CEO, OFSWCD 
 

The National Association of Conservation Districts 
(NACD) honored conservation leaders from across 
the country during the organizationõs 72nd Annual 
Meeting in Nashvil le, Tennessee at the Gaylord 
Opryland Resort and Convention Center. 

The NACD along with the USDA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) òOlin 
Sims Conservation Leadership Awardó is presented 
annually to an individual, district or organization 
that has gone above and beyond in promoting conservation on private 
lands. This yearõs award was presented by Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Acting Chief Leonard Jordan to Kris 
Swartz, a Wood Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
Supervisor. 

Swartz is a fifth-generation farmer from Perrysburg, Ohio. He and his 
wife, Sue, operate a 2,000-acre farm in Wood County where they 
grow soybeans, corn and wheat. Swartz is the past president of the 
Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
(OFSWCD). Under his leadership, Ohio became one of the leading 
states in adding Soil Health Champions to NACDõs Soil Health 
Champion Network. Addit ionally, his efforts have brought more 
attention, funding, training, and education centered on water quality, 
4Rs, and nutrient stewardship activities carried out by Ohioõs SWCDs. 

òI am deeply honored to receive this award,ó said Swartz. òThis award 
belongs to my conservation family in Ohio and our efforts to strive 
daily to make a positive impact on our soils and water,ó continued 
Swartz. òThanks to NACD and NRCS for this recognition. Our 
collaboration is vitally important as we seek to keep lands productive 
and waters clean for future generations.ó  

Kris Swartz 



òBoots on the Groundó  
     

A Conservation Family ï Ron Snyder, NACD Soil Health 
Champion and Wood SWCD Board Supervisor 
 
On a recent family trip to New Mexico, I had the opportunity to stop in 
at the San Juan County SWCD. I  was greeted by two great ladies, 
Melissa May, District Coordinator, and Kristi Gunter, Business 
Manager. As a farmer and Wood SWCD board supervisor, I wanted to 
know the concerns of their district. One of the issues is water quantity 
rather than water quality.  They both started telling me that San Juan 
County receives only 6ò- 8ò of rain a year so crops are irrigated. The 
second largest problem is invasive species. They stated that pipeline 
workers were carrying the seeds of the invasive species on the trucks 
and equipment. Seeds are also carried in the area through cattle 
which is grazed out of the area and brought back. 
 
Melissa then turned the attention to Ohio and Indiana on the work 
being done with soil health. As we continued discussing topics, she 
suddenly looked at me funny and asked if I was in Denver two years 
ago at the NACD Annual Conference. I said, ñYes. I presented there.ò 
Melissa and Kristi both asked if it was Soil Your Undies? I said yes. 
We were all laughing.  Melissa turned her chair around and starting 
showing me the results of Soil Your Undies New Mexico. Even with 
limited rainfall the healthy soils devoured the cotton briefs. We all 
agreed that this was a fun attention getter showing the difference in 
healthy soils from depleted soils. 
  
Congratulations to San Juan County SWCD for winning 3rd place on 
you booth at the county fair with Soil Your Undies!  
  
ñBoots on the Groundò is an addition to our quarterly newsletter 
highlighting an experience, quotes, quips, and  commentary offered by the 
supervisors and staff of the district.   

 

Over 10,000 trees for 

conservation practices and 

landscapes were purchased 

and distributed during the 

annual wood SWCD tree 

seedling sale.  

 4,000 cubic yards of compost 

was purchased for the yards, 

gardens, and seedlings.  

The 2019 tree seedling order 
form will be available in 

January.  

·   ·   · 

 Over 11,000 fingerling fish 

were purchased during the 

annual spring fish sale for 

homeowner ponds.  

 Thank you to Steve Fender of 

Fenderôs Fish Hatchery for  

presenting at this yearôs  

pond clinic.  

 

The fall fish sale is in 

September.  

A drop of water entering 

Lake Erie from the Detroit 

River will take only 2.6 years 

to reach Niagara Falls.  

 

Compare this short time to 

Lake Superior where a drop 

of water will take 191 years 

to move out of the lake. 

 

ohioseagrant.osu 

San Juan Conservation Services  



The Story of  

Americaõs Private Lands 

Conservation Movement  
 
UDAõs Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) presents a documentary on soil 

conservation pioneer Hugh Hammond Bennett, the 

history of the agency and the birth of the 

private lands conservation movement in the U.S. 

 

The 21-minute documentary can be viewed 

onYouTube.  Cut and paste this link into your 

browser:  https://youtu.be/G78ihulTx1k  

 

 

Time is money!  
This year the Wood SWCD will be hosting 

òpop-upó meetings.  These meetings will be 

held around the county in different shops or 

fields.  The goal of these meetings is to get 

you relevant information in a timely matter.   

 

We will be announcing these meeting on our 

Facebook page and would like to send text 

messages with the meeting info.  If you would 

like to be added to the list please text 810-

10 with @18popups in the message.   

 

If you are interested in hosting a pop-up 

meeting, would like to hear a specific topic 

or have any other questions, please contact 

the office at 419-354-5517. 



 

 

 

/ƭŜŀǊ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎΣ /ƭŜŀƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ - DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ¢ƻƭŜŘƻ 
[ŀƪŜ 9ǊƛŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƪŜǎΦ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ 
ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǎǇƘƻǊǳǎ-ŦǊŜŜ 
ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊΣ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ 
ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǘ ǿŀǎǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ ƘŜƭǇ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ .ȅ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǝƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ-
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴΦ  

9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 
ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ 
ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ WǳƴŜ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ {ǳǇŜǊ YƛŘǎ aƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ нлмуΗ YƛŎƪ ƻũ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ 
¸h¦ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊΦ ±ƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ {ǳǇŜǊ YƛŘǎ 
ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 
ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘΦ .Ŝ ŀ /ƭŜŀƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ 
{ǳǇŜǊ IŜǊƻΗ 

 ǘƻƭŜŘƻƭŀƪŜŜǊƛŜΦŎƭŜŀǊŎƘƻƛŎŜǎŎƭŜŀƴǿŀǘŜǊΦƻǊƎ 

Ohio's Historic 

Family Farms   
Wood County is honored to have 48 

of the Century Farms recognized in 

the state of Ohio. The United States 

agricultural industry remains an 

essential part of the global 

economy. Recognizing the history of 

our local family farms reminds us of 

the determination, ingenuity, and 

challenges the generations before us endured as the many 

farmers immigrated to the U.S. seeking a new life.  

The Ohio Department of Agriculture recognizes the many 

social, economic, and historic contributions made by Ohio's 

founding farm families. Ohio's Historic Family Farms program 

was developed as a way to honor these families for their 

enduring legacy to our state.  

The program grants three designations based on the number 

of years of same -family ownership:  

¶ Century Farms (100 -149 years);  

¶ Sesquicentennial Farms (150 -199 years); and  

¶ Bicentennial Farms (200 years and more).  
 

Qualified registrants receive an heirloom certificate signed by 

the Governor of Ohio and the Director of the Ohio 

Department of Agriculture.  

Follow the link on the Wood SWCD website to download and 

print the registration form to apply or contact the Wood SWCD 

for assistance. www.woodswcd.com  

Northwest Ohio Ag -Business Breakfast Forum  

¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ hƘƛƻ !Ǝ-.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŦƻǊǳƳΣ ƘŜƭŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƛǊŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ CƻǊǳƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ LƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ CƻƻŘ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ǘƘŜ 
!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ LƴŎǳōŀǘƻǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΤ мотот aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻƴ tƛƪŜΤ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴΣ hƘƛƻ поплнΦ 
 

!ǊǊƛǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ŀǎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ у ŀΦƳΦΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀǘ уΥол ŀΦƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ w{±t ƛƴ 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ Ϸмн ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ όŎŀǎƘ ƻǊ ŎƘŜŎƪΤ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ /LC¢ύ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ  DǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΦ  wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ƘǧǇΥκκŎƛƊƛƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴΦƻǊƎΦ  
 

 

http://toledolakeerie.clearchoicescleanwater.org/kids
http://toledolakeerie.clearchoicescleanwater.org/kids
http://toledolakeerie.clearchoicescleanwater.org/kids/pledge
http://toledolakeerie.clearchoicescleanwater.org/kids/pledge

