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Kris Swartz, a Wood SWCD

supervisor and past president of the

Ohio Federation of the Soil and "In the end, w
Water Conservation Districts,
testified in Columbus before the
House FinanceAgriculture, l ove,; we will |
Development and Natural
Resources Subcommittee. Kris also
joined others from Ohio for the we will wundersta
annual Fimn in Washington D.C.
The Flyln gives the districts the
opportunity to voice concerns, taught . "
share successes, and communicate

plans and projects making a difference in the quality and conservation of local natural
resources.

conserve only wh

what we under stan

what we have b

-Baba Dioum
The Wood SWCD supervisors and staff work locally to offer assistance and education

on soil health and water quality, but think beyond our borders at the bigger picture and
impact we all have on conservation.

Thank you to the local, state, and federal legislators for taking the time to hear our s x Xy
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Congratulatiomsiim Carter for 20 years of service wit i
the Wood Soil and Water Conservation District. Jim serves
a district administrator and engineering and technical
coordinator.

*
* *

x ¥
Woop countY

As a generational farmer, Jim practices what he teaches. Hp
values necessity of soil health and quality water resources. {
expertise and good nature is an asset to the district and the
community organizations he serves.
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Continent al Di vide of

oOoBoots on the Gr
provided by Bernie Scott

From one mile high to over two miles high in an hour and a half to th
Continental DivideThis bus tour was the summarizing event of our
NACD conference in Denver!

At Berthoud Pass, 11,3078 ele
on my smart phone, my mind was racing about seeing the "Headwatg
of the Colorado River that supports life and agriculture for 19 down ri
states and extending into Mex#dbfrom the Colorado Rockies
snowfall and resulting snow pack.

From the snow melt, water is captured, impounded, banked,
dispersed, allocated, and/or diverted back to eastern Colorado throug
16 channels and pipes to 80% of the states population and main
agricultural region.
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The states population is growing at an alarming rate not necessari 2

from liberal marijuana use, but more from industrial growth and
preferred lifestyles.

My conclusion and take away, after 38 years of teaching high schq
soils and conservation and 18 years with Wood SWCD, water use an
soil conservation, along with the new healthy soils movement, now h3
urgency. This urgency takes on higher meaning when we combine th
loss of agricultural land to development of 9 acres per hour while the
worl dds population grows 9,000

Hence we all need to be at the food table appreciating soils and
conservation and especially "WATER"!

fiBoots on t bhies Gamuadldi ti on to our qu
highlighting an experience, guot es,
supervisors and staff of the distri

There i s

of

wa s

w

ater

when

f or med.

you

r

f auc

mol ecul es

dr ank.

WWWw.

epa.

or de
ne or

on
t he

et

i fie
me h
ter

ment a



WE NEED THEM

Hal Mann, President Wil d Ones Oak Openings Re
(aI photos by author)

Over tohnierd of our food comes directsl yrifgrhotm t hCen ea cotfi oen

bites of food we take is made possible due to the pol
effective of them al/l I f you |l ook at the typical pr
and vegetables that came from pollination, &t hédeofferi
section of the store with the healthi food.
Perhaps when you think of pollinato 27

Thé&t the one that gets so much publi

bees are much more efficient at pol

fact there are crops that absolute

i mported Hoihegdbee Tamat o, Eggplant, =

Cranberry are a few examples of pl ags

native Bumbl ebees are experts at pr

The flowers of maogmpat pbhef smaaei s

the same fl ower or plant can fertil

producing fruit. However, apulHleiag th

bookBees: An I dentification oahd Ne

can ffbceor |l y deve@eQtolperd @dlrainths oanrpeatd edll f

require cross pollination, that i s, | e

of the same species can pollinate a od

are apples, cherries, and fnphleunhse.r- aH ‘ ot

pollinated crcoopmpfatoiwelre iosr snedtf, pol I[Native Bumble beeg (

i mproves the size, shapeCr ansgd pwolelria on Sneezewegq g

serves to strengthen the genetic diversi-tgr mfsptainvalt

So how can we put this knowledge to use? Do you have

have an orchard? I f you enlist the aid of our nati ve

use of expensive fertilizers, and without paying for

Our pollinators are in trouble |l argely due to the us:e

Patched Bumble Bee, once common in Northwest Ohio, c:é

on the Endangered Species I|ist. The iconic Monarch I

has been submitted for protection under the Endanger ¢

prime indicators of the health of our planet.
So ho can we best conserve and sup
populatlons? Bees, like so many cr
place to nest, and safe, nutritious
nest in the ground. Because so0o man
doih form colonies needing protectio
our nativedbdesehaped sthi mgerrs sand e
Of those that do have stingers, mo s
'to even penetrate the skhiesti nGo ena
species to propagetiel,l tthaer mragti < ea
In the home | andscapéchkedagrongndante
‘hel ps. Ot her species, |like the hig
smal | holes in dead trees and in th
/Leaving some dead trees and plants
good nest sites for these species.
Secondly, if yooopéednpl ahe dpepies

'beesevvol ved dwli t hroyiode them with thi
"eﬁtutcralvtﬁbn'”tH'e%/Ckmlﬁ?&tWOhOé’ve. ( contin




(continued from previous page) Using a variety of nat
throughout the year wil/ enabl e pollinators to get n
the pollen and nectar they nee&® deonemratvien.on Ahsemal In
these plants inc' -~ ~' “~ -

Bear dt Preqiise e(mo n) BEE VISITATION TO COMMON FRUIT AND VEGETABL

Swamp Mi |IAkswed ed i (a /

tube)Yiqgdanpdbhcs

is well behawedp i * s s

aggressively 1ik e X X X

Mi | kvwedesd | epi a)s, s cherry X X X

Virginia Mount ai plum X X X

(Pycnanthemum vi raspberry | X X X X

De_nse Bl agiingt ISit ¢ Lliebery X v X e X
spicédew) Engl and

(Symphyotri-ahgimi strawberry X X X X

and Stiff( Gli gem( |gooseberry] X X X

rigi.dumT)here ar e currant X X X

dozens of native e X

that you can add

key is that thes | cssplant] X

native species t pepper X

pollin&tvold yed& wi melon X X X X

these plants tha pumpkin X X X X
nutritious necta

the idbsedtogi cal S X 2 g =
Cultivars and hypata and graphic chotutrg:e/slywwe.agdlelri rHot o, s nat
commonly availab

nurseries and bdi g box stores don

do that. I nclude a | ot of these native plants in the
your orchards, and i n ybolure xhpoerei egnacred enmasn,y ammodr ey obue n e f i
pollination

Native beesewvoltved|lwi tchb t hese plants, but-eablved our
together, literally over thousands and thousands of
and other wildlife, all depend on daecht aoltkhienrg a bAodudti thi
deep rooted, often reaching fifteen
roots add to a long |ist of ecologic
mitigating flooding, and seqguesterin
the fact that native plants will att
insects which provide natural pest ¢

are voracious consumers of aphids.
Several words of caution must de i nj
use pesticides thatd éhaam itshtei rcg etad ulre
wsmmwabundant, affordable, and healthy fo
chemical pesticides, banned in Europ
N o \ mhere. They ar e fiNeewnfics td moritds, Tires e
Mi ning bee (Andren—éys%t.?,m'o,cneaafd o'uquL§zez every single cel
pollinator speci E¥.€roht Blidodrbbat eats that plant gets
or moth that gets nectar or pollen f
are places in China where they have to hand dapeol |l i nat e
wi ped out their pollinatords Iwdtt ht tahte huaspep eorf Ipeersea.i c i Yo
the plight of the imported Honeybee. Our native bee
chemical s trhaatni vteh eHonmoeny b e e . These neonics |line the s
use them. Sear cliHeflopr tthhee Bdotnce@ebeeteessr For Food Saf ety. or g
most common garden chemicals with neonics. Further me

centers are | oaded with neodniewen dQmouwva thiidnels otnh en esxtt o rpe


http://www.pollinatorsnativeplants.com

(continued fromeprnesieotdbgygaogw ftrhe plants and it is th
l ong | asting neonic pesticide. I f you want to harne:
u

pollination, do not se these chemicals or buy plant:
Astonishingly, we actwually have over 4,000 species of
of our country, you can find between 200 and 400 di ff
growing practice of rearing and using commerci al Buml
contributing to the decline of our wild bee popul ati
our wild bees need and avoid harémfrud mpeesditco desy drh ei
for pollination purposes.
|l grew up being afraid of bees, maybe being told the\y
stung by a wasp or yellow jacket ] ot understandi |
bet ween bees and wasps. Si tc eh amol i} B ve be
stingers, | have become totally c§ CaME i ' M ting
photographing these important i nsfiH] i Sl know
and dyloube i mpressed with how f ocul : B i ve th
coll ecting pollen and nectar.
Some excellent refer eéBbees, for lydalks
and Native Iaoatnm:oolrlalgneatewrlsdeolﬁoﬂ\l
by Heather Hol m; and Xetrrcaecst i Shogc i Negy
Pol |l insantd®@a smi ng with Nati we Benef
Use plenty of native plants at -"’-" omes .
places for our naitli vieetp otld i enmjt oy - mor e,
abundant harvests, and help the {ihstofa‘
free to contact me with any ques s  at
unteer.
How the No-T i | | Far mer can Help Keep O6P06 in Th

(Summarized from an article in a NationallNlanagazine publication)

Researchers have found that regardless of the practice, phosphorus is leaving the fields and getting into the water
sources. This ultimately impacts Lake Erie and waters leading to and going from the lake. So, the big question right no
is, what can farmers do to help this issue? Here are some tips that researchers are recommending farmers use or at le
consider.

1.Soil Testing- Is P actually needed? The plant can only use what it ne€idsing2The risk of runoff is the

greatest when the ground is frozenTaBe Things Deeper Although tillage is not recommended, incorporating soil
fertilizer a few inches at a slow speed will keep the fertilizer from literally falling through the €aoksl thé

FlowNut ri ents move when water moves. I f water in a far
facing could potentially be controllecb. Gypsum ApplicationGypsum improves the structure of the soil, this in

turn allows more water to move through the soil and then into theg&ilgover your SoilCover crops build

organic matter. The greater the organic matter in the soil, the higher content of water it can hold. The amount of runoff
can decrease.

Climate change is happening, whether we like it or not. Researchers have taken note of the amounts of rainfall over the
last few decades and the intensity of those rainfalls. History shows that precipitation has increased in the fall, this is
causing fertilizer application to take place in the spring. This time change in fertilizer application has changed the time
period when P moves into Lake Erie and could be some
continue to be proactive and willing to try new things we should see improvement in the Western Lake Erie Basin
(W.L.E.B.).

Go to woodswecd.blogspot.com to read more on each of the six ways to reduce P.



Ohio's Historic \Ii/?h” H_irzlesl’ .
Family Farms emorial Scholarship

John Hirzel, of Pemberville, served on the

Wood County is honored to have 43 Wood Soil and Water Conservation District
Century Farms awarded in the state Board of Supervisors 199398. His sincere
of Ohio. The United States interest in the success of the district programs

encouraged the development of education
programs and good stewardship practices within
the county.

agricultural industry remains an

essential part of the global

economy. Recognizing the history of

our local family farms reminds us of In appreciation of Johnds
the determination, ingenuity, and challen_ges _the generations local conservation, the Wood SWCD established
before us endured as the many farmers immigrated to the U.S. the John Hirzel Memorial Schol&tshitistrict

seeking a new life. funded scholarship is awarded annually, per

The Ohio Department of Agriculture recognizes the many board member approval, to a local student
social, economic, and historic contributions made by Ohio's pursuing an

founding farm families. Ohio's Historic Family Farms program agricultural or natural

was developed as a way to honor these families for their resource course of

study entering their

junior or senior year
The program grants three designations based on the number of college.

of years of same -family ownership:

enduring legacy to our state.

The application and
X Century Farms (100 -149 years); criteria can be found
on our website at
www.woodswcd.com
X Bicentennial Farms (200 years and more). Application deadline
is June 1 and the
recipient will be

X Sesquicentennial Farms (150 -199 years); and

Qualified registrants receive an heirloom certificate signed by
the Governor of Ohio and the Director of the Ohio

: recognized at the 2016 Schol
Department of Agriculture. Wood SWCD Recipien
Follow the link on the Wood SWCD website to download and Annual Meeting in Amanda Bar
print the registration form to apply or contact the Wood SWCD September.

for assistance. www.woodswcd.com

Ohio Conservation Farm Family Award

The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) is accepting nominations to honor Ohio farm

families who are leaders in conservation for the 2017 Conservation Farm Family Awards.
The Conservation Farm Family Award program has recognized Ohio farm families since

1984 for their efforts in managing natural and human resources while meeting both

production and conservation goals.

Five area finalists will be selected from across the state and will be recognized at the annual
Farm Science Review in September. They will also receive a $400 award, courtesy of the
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation, and be featured in the September issue of Ohio Farmer

Magazine. Ron and Barb Snyder, of rural Pemberville, were awarded in 2015.

Individual farmers, partnerships or family farm corporations are eligible for nomination,

provided a substantial portion of their income is derived from farming. An individual camoseifiate, however a

majority of applicants are nominated by local soil and water conservation distfitis judging is based on the

nominee's use of new and traditional conservation techniques, comprehensive management, individual initiative in
DSSO\LQJ FRQVHUYDWLRQ PHDVXUHYV DQG WKH QRPLQHH:-V ZLOOLQJQHVV W
philosophy with others.Contact the Wood SWCD with nominations of family, friends, or neighbors.



